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Tradiéni masky z Transylvanie

Ve vesnicich Transylvdanie nikdy masky nebyly jen dekorativnimi prvky. Patfi k systému
viry a zvyku, které byly po staleti soucdsti zivota venkovskych komunit. Noseny béhem

Sasové — d jsou soucdsti ritudll spojenych s Vdnocemi, Novym rokem a karnevalem.
Doprovdzeji dulezité okamziky zemédélského a cirkevniho kalenddre.

Postavy a podoby
Kazdd maska ma jasnou funkci a pevné misto v obfadnim celku: koza, kterd tanci, Certi,
ktefi provokuji, stafici a starenky, ktefi satirizuji. Odrdazi hlubokou symbolickou logiku,
Vv nizZ je chaos nastolen jen proto, aby znovu nastolil Fad, a groteskno ma ocistnou funkci.
Maskary docasné rusi normy kazdodenniho zivota. Obchdzeji domy, tanci, zertuji, tropi
neplechy, zesmésnuji spolecenské i osobni nedostatky.

Ritudal a komunita
Kostymy jsou ruc¢né vyrabény z mistnich materidld: dfevo, kozZesina, pldtno, kGze, sldma.
Pouzivaji se i symbolicky pretvorené prvky lidového kroje: obrdcené kozichy, prevracené
capky, suknég, satky. Tato smés starého a spontdnniho ddvd masce vyjimecénou vizualni
silu. Dnes se tradi¢ni masky stdle pouzivaji v oblastech jako Maramures, Ndsdud,
Szeklersko a Bandt. Nékdy jsou zachovdvdny v autentické podobé, jindy umélecky
reinterpretovdny, ale stdle jsou symbolem kolektivnich hodnot a soundlezitosti.

Traditional Masks from Transylvania

In the villages of Transylvania, masks were never merely decorative. They are part of
a system of beliefs and customs that have been an integral part of rural life for centuries.
Worn during winter celebrations, the masks appear among the ethnic groups living
together in the region — Romanians, Hungarians, and Saxons — and are part of rituals
associated with Christmas, New Year, and Carnival. They accompany important
moments in the agricultural and ecclesiastical calendar.

Characters and Forms
€ach mask has a clear function and a fixed place within the ceremonial ensemble: the
dancing goat, devils who provoke, elderly men and women who satirize. They reflect
a deep symbolic logic, where chaos is introduced only to restore order, and the
grotesque serves a purifying purpose. The masks temporarily suspend the norms
of everyday life. They go from house to house, dance, joke, cause mischief, and mock
both social and personal shortcomings.

Ritual and Community
The costumes are handmade from local materials: wood, fur, linen, leather, and straw.
Symbolically transformed elements of traditional folk dress are also used: inverted
coats, upside-down hats, skirts, and scarves. This blend of the old and the spontaneous
gives the mask its exceptional visual impact. Today, traditional masks are still used
in areas such as Maramures, Ndsdud, Székely Land, and Banat. Sometimes preserved
in their authentic form, other times artistically reinterpreted, they remain a symbol
of collective values and community belonging.



Maska v tradi¢ni kulture Transylvdnie neni jen predmeét. Je to aktivni ritudlni symbol, kandl,
ktergm komunita vstupuje do kontaktu s neviditelngmi silami poskytujicimi ochranu,
plodnost, oCistu ¢i proménu. Zvyky spojené s maskami se odehrdvaly v pfechodném obdobi:
Zz konciciho roku do nového, z temnoty ke svétlu, ze smrti k znovuzrozeni.

Gesta s vyznamem
Role prisuzované maskardm nejsou ndhodné. ,Starecci” tanc¢i vdomadcnostech
s neprovdanymi divkami, aby jim pfivolali stésti. ,,Certi“ vndseji nepofddek a humor.
Obscénni loutky provokuji nebo satiricky varuji. Koza symbolicky umird a znovu ozivad
Vv ritudalu obnovy Casu a prirody. Byk je ,zabit* a oplakavdn v parodii na pohreb zimy.
VSechny tyto akty maji hluboky vgznam — znovu nastoluji symbolické formy kontroly nad
Zivotem a zaclenuji emoce, touhu i nadéji do kolektivniho scéndre.

Maska jako pocta
Noseni masky mélo sva pravidla: pred prevleé¢enim prijimali mladi lidé svatost, a jejich dim
se docasné staval ,necCistym“ prostorem, do kterého knéz nevstupoval. Maska proménuje
nositele v posla mezi svéty. V tomto , pozastaveném* prostoru jsou mozné veéci, které jsou po
zbytek roku zakdzané: satira, obscénni gesta, riskantni hry ¢i vgména roli.

Diky témto funkcim se ritudl s maskami stdvd mechanismem udrzovdni prastarého
a hlubokého fddu. Maska otevird prostor, kde mUzZe byt chaos prozit beze strachu,
pochopen — a ndsledné odstranén.

In the traditional culture of Transylvania, a mask is not just an object. It is an active ritual
symbol, a channel through which the community comes into contact with invisible forces
that provide protection, fertility, purification, or transformation. Customs connected with
masks took place during transitional periods: from the old year to the new, from darkness
to light, from death to rebirth.

Gestures with Meaning
The roles attributed to masquerades are not random. The “old men” dance in households
with unmarried girls to bring them luck.

The “devils” introduce disorder and humor. Obscene puppets provoke or satirically warn.
The goat symbolically dies and comes back to life in a ritual of renewing time and nature.
The bull is “killed” and mourned in a parody of the funeral of winter. All these acts carry
deep meaning — they re-establish symbolic forms of control over life and weave emotion,
desire, and hope into a collective scenario.

Mask as Tribute

Wearing a mask had its rules: before donning their disguise, young people received the
sacrament, and their household temporarily became an “unclean” space into which the
priest would not enter. The mask transforms its wearer into a messenger between worlds.
In this “suspended” space, things are possible that remain forbidden for the rest of the year:
satire, obscene gestures, risky games, or the exchange of roles.

Through these functions, the ritual of masks becomes a mechanism for maintaining
an ancient and profound order. The mask opens a space where chaos can be experienced
without fear, understood — and ultimately dispelled.




